THE WEEKLY WASH & RUBDOWN 
Issue 17, 3rd Edition

Editor’s Note:  Throwback issue?  Why not?  I mean radical!
MUSIC

Quote: 
A dragon lives forever, but not so little boys 
Painted wings and giants's rings make way for other toys. 
One grey night it happened, Jackie Paper came no more 
And Puff that mighty dragon, he ceased his fearless roar. 

His head was bent in sorrow, green scales fell like rain 
Puff no longer went to play along the cherry lane. 
Without his lifelong friend, Puff could not be brave 
So, Puff that mighty dragon sadly slipped into his cave, oh 

 -puff the magic dragon
Pickup:  Back to the Future Soundtrack, Herb Alpert & the Tijuana Brass- “Whipped Cream and Other Delights (just for the record cover- oh my!), Anything on 8 track
Frisbee Anyone:  Guy “The Future,” Beach Boys “Still Cruisin’,” Anything by John Denver (family trips have scarred me)
LITERATURE

Quote:  

My elbow’s bent, my spine ain’t straight,

My temperature is one-o-eight.

My brain is shrunk, I cannot hear,

There is a hole inside my ear.

I have a hangnail, and my hart is—what?

What’s that? What’s that you say?

You say today is… Saturday?

G’bye, I’m going out to play!”

-from “sick” by shel silverstein
Indulge:  Christopher Carpenter The Twilight Realm, Lloyd Alexander The Black Cauldron, Susan Cooper The Dark is Rising Series
Burn:  All Beverly Cleary- including the Ramona series, but excluding Ralph the Mouse and Dear Mr. Henshaw
MOVIES
Quote:  
Sarah: Ow! It bit me! 
Hoggle: What'd you EXPECT fairies to do? 
Sarah: I thought they did nice things, like granting wishes! 
Hoggle: Shows what YOU know, don't it? 
**

Sarah: What exactly have you sworn? 
Didymus: I have taken an oath that no one may cross this bridge without my permission. 
Sarah: Well... May we have your permission? 
Didymus: Well I, uh... I... that is, uh... hm... Yes?

-Labyrinth

You Better:  Little Monsters, The Dark Crystal, Beastmaster, D.A.R.Y.L.
You Better Not:  Ice Pirates, Krull, Lucas, Firewalker
TELEVISION 

Quote:  

Bob Ross: All right, we are going to use a fan brush here and uh why don't you take some hunter green and we are going to put a happy little bush right down over here in the corner there and that'll just be our little secret and if you tell anyone that that bush is there I will come to your house and I will cut you.
-Family Guy

Must See:  The Bloodhound Gang, Sesame Street goes to the Pyramids, Math Net, Dr. Who (the one with the curly brown hair)
Mustn’t See:   Ghostwriter (even though I was a closet fan), This Old House with Bob Villa, ZOOM
As you may tell I didn’t have cable for many many years.
COMPANIES/PRODUCTS
Endorse:  Big wheels, realistic toy guns, CalecoVision, that earache medicine that tasted like bubblegum
Ban:  Mike Maloney, Trolls, Chores, Greens
PLACES

1.  Kid’s Cove- Playing the lava game for 5 straight hours with kids nobody knows;  almost like they were from another country or planet.  They just went to the other elementary school.
2.  Sand Pits- I can’t put my finger on it, why the sand pits were so cool.  Maybe because there were no adults for a 2 mile radius; they were ‘off-limits’; you could do anything and very unlikely to get hurt (except sand in the eyes- that’ll bring any kid down).  I still have dreams about them.  The best was after a huge rain storm and then mud wrestle/fight for a few hours and as a human chicken cutlet waiting for the oil waddle down to the river to jump in with all your clothes on so your mom doesn’t yell at you.
3.  Robbie Wildes’ House- It’s good to be “friends” with the richest kid in the neighborhood.
WEBSITES

(Technically this section should be obsolete this week and, well, is.)

HOBBIES

Bloody Mary, Bloody Mary, Bloody Mary, TV Tag/Stuck in the Mud, Spin the bottle
JOKE

A little girl was talking to her teacher about whales. The teacher said it was physically impossible for a whale to swallow a human because even though a whale is a very large mammal, its throat is very small. The little girl stated that Jonah was swallowed by a whale. The teacher reiterated that a whale could not swallow a human, it was impossible. The little girl said, "When I get to heaven I will ask Jonah". 
The teacher asked, "What if Jonah went to hell?" 
The little girl replied, "Then you ask him!"
STORYTIME
-Under Construction-
QUOTE
8 year old Jeff- “Dad, I’m going to look at the toy planes.”
(Manchester Air Show 1986)

RANT

Congratulations! you made it!
 
 
 According to today's regulators and bureaucrats,
 those of us who were kids in the 30's, 40's, 50's,
 60's, 70's or even the early 80's, probably
 shouldn't have survived.
 
 Our baby cribs were covered with bright colored
 lead-based paint. 
 
 We had no childproof lids or locks on medicine bottles, doors, 
 or cabinets, and when we rode our bikes, we had no helmets. 
 
 Not to mention the risks we took hitchhiking ...
 
 As children, we would ride in cars with no seat belts or air bags.
 Riding in the back of a pickup truck on a warm day
 was always a special treat.
 
 We drank water from the garden hose and not from a
 bottle. Horrors! 
 
 We ate cupcakes, bread and butter, and drank soda
 pop with sugar in it, but we were never overweight because 

 we were always outside playing.
 
 We shared one soft drink with four friends, from
 one bottle, and no one actually died from this.
 
 We would spend hours building our go-carts out of
 scraps and then rode down the hill, only to find out
 we forgot the brakes. After running into the bushes
 a few times, we learned to solve the problem. 
 
  We would leave home in the morning and play all day, 

 as long as we were back when the street lights
 came on. No one was able to reach us all day. No
 cell phones. Unthinkable!
 
 We did not have Playstations, Nintendo 64, X-Boxes,
 no video games at all, no 99 channels on cable,
 video tape movies, surround sound, personal cell phones, 

 personal computers, or Internet chat rooms.

 We had friends! We went outside and found them.
 
 We played dodge ball, and sometimes, the ball would
 really hurt. We fell out of trees, got cut and broke bones and
 teeth, and there were no lawsuits from these accidents. They 
 were accidents. No one was to blame but us. Remember accidents?
 
We had fights and punched each other and got black
and blue and learned to get over it.
 
We made up games with sticks and tennis balls and, although we 
were told it would happen, we did not put out any eyes.
 
We rode bikes or walked to a friend's home and knocked on the 
door, or rang the bell or just walked in and talked to them.
 
Little League had tryouts and not everyone made the team. Those 
who didn't have to learn to deal with disappointment. 
 
Some students weren't as smart as others, so they
failed a grade and were held back to repeat the same grade. 
Horrors! 
 
Tests were not adjusted for any reason.
 
Our actions were our own. Consequences were expected.
 
The idea of parents bailing us out if we got in trouble in school or broke 

a law was unheard of. They actually sided with the school or the law.
Imagine that!
 
This generation has produced some of the best
risk-takers, problem solvers, and inventors, ever. 
 
We had freedom, failure, success, and responsibility --- and we 
learned how to deal with it. And you're one of them! 
Congratulations.
 
Please pass this on to others who have had the luck
to grow up as kids before lawyers and government
regulated our lives for our own good !!!

COMMENTS

I know some of you must be saying ‘what kind of throw back issue is this?  he’s all over the place; mid eighties, early nineties? How can he put big wheels and making out on the same line?”  Well, let me explain myself…………….“Shut up.  You’re at the end.”
QUESTION
I know you are but what am I?
INVITE

You know the drill.
